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It is therefore my intentioii to put you in possession of all 
the suggestions which were offered to the Committee, with my 
comments upon them ; and if you have felt the least disappoint- 
ment at the result of our labours, you must not consider me in- 
dividually responsible for it The draft of my Report was 
read to the Committee on Saturday, July 9th, and taken intocon- 
raderation on the following Thursday ; and it was perfectly open 
to any other member to have moved some resolution by way 
of amendment to that Report, if the conclusion to which I had 
arrived on a consideration of the evidence were uuBatisfactory 
to him, and if he was of opinion that the evidence would war- 
rant his propoang some specific measure of relief 

I proceed therefore to explain my views upon this interesting 
subject; leaving you to draw your own conclusions from the 
absence of any recommendation ; which I attribute, not to any 
want of consideration on the part of the Committee for the in- 
terests of the farmer, but entirely to the impossibility of ad- 
vancing any proposition which would meet with the concurrence 
of a majority of its members. 

In most of the petitions which were presented to the House 
this session, the pressure of Tithe, and those local burthens to 
which the agricultural interest is liable, such as, County Rate, 
Highway Rate, and Poor Rate, formed the great subject of 
compl^t; and the attention both of Government and Par- 
Uament having been particiilarly directed to these points since 
the report of the Committee in 1833, it may be useful to con- 
Hder, in the flrat instance, what st^ have been taken towards 
the aUeviation of these acknowledged grievances. 



Tithe, from its tendency to check improvement, has ope- 
rated most prejudicially to the interests of agriculture. But a 
bill has )ust passed the legislature for its permanent commuta- 
tion; tithe in kind has been aboUshedj and it will hencefor^ 
be charged on the estate of the landowner; and the farmer, 
having once made his arrangements with his landlord, may in- 
vest any portion of his capital in the improvement of his farm, 
with the certainty that he will derive the full benefit of its ex- 
penditure. 

The County Rate has already been the subject of enquiry 
before the Committees of the Houses of Lords and Commons, 
and as a member of the latter Committee, and also of a Com- 
mission, appointed to consider especially what reductions can 
he made in that portion of the rate which is expended in pro- 
secuUons, I may state, with confidence, there is every prospect, 
when our recommendations can be carried into effect, of this 
Tax being so far reduced, that its pressure will be but lightly 
felt by the agriculturist. 

The coat of mfuntmning the highways, whether contributed 
in kind or in money, has hitherio been borne, in much too 
large a proportion, by the Agriculturists. The object of the 
Act of Parliament, which passed during the last session, is to 
distribute that burthen more equitably between all classes of the 
community; and I have no doubt, when the provisions of the 
act come into full operation, and a better system of road Ma- 
nagement is introduced, the roads will be materially improved, 
whilst the expense of maintaining them will be confflderably 



The Poor Itate has hitherto been a great burthen to the far- 
mer, in those districts in which agriculture has been depressed 
from other causes. Whenever an opportunity offered for 
obtaining satisfactory evidence of the working of the new 
Poor Law Bill, the Committee lUd not foil to take advantage 
of it; and it is gratifying to learn, from various parts of the 
country, that the effects of this measure have exceeded the 
anticipations of its most sanguine advocates. Admitting the 
last eighteen months to have been a period peculiarly favor- 
able to the trial of this experiment; owing to the low price of 
provisions, and the great demand for labour, the saving under 
the head of poor rate haa been far greater than cotdd have been 
expected in so short a time, and if any portion of this amount 
has been spent in additional labour for the cultivation of the 
soil, a double benetit, must have ensued both to the labourer 
and his employer. 

But the moral eflfects of this important measure will be yet 
more beneficial to the agriculturist than the pecuniary relief: 
the agricultural labourer is already aware, that under the new 
system of administering relief, the parish must, in future, be 
his last, instead of his first resort, and there has, consequent- 
ly, arisen in his mind, a strong desire to find work, and remain 
in the service of his employer: this has encreased the industry, 
and improved the conduct of the labourers, and their services 
have in consequence become far more valuable to the farmer, 
than the reluctant labour of those, who, ftttm the certainty oi 
obtaining ample assbtance from the parish fiinds, had scarcely 
any stimulus to exertion. 

Djt.:?:l.«Ci00glc 



NotwithBtanding this dimmutioii in these local burthens, it ap- 
pears irom the concurrent testimony of many vitneBses, 
examined before the Agricultural Committee, that in various 
parts of England the farmer's C£q>ital is gradually sinking, and 
that at the low price of wheat which prevailed a few months 
ago, it is not posable for him to continue the profitable occu- 
pation of his farm. There is every reason, I hope, for believing 
that the pressure of this distress is in a great measure confined 
to the occupiers of cold tenacious soils, and to those farmers 
who rely upon their wheat crop aa their main source of profit 

In connection with the low price of wheat, I must here 
mention the great change which has taken place in the 
agriculture of this country within the last few years. In 
some counties extensive tracts of wold, fen and heath land, 
heretofore considered unfit for cultivation, have been redeemed; 
in others old grass lands have been ploughed up and that 
which was formerly sown with flax or hemp, has been devoted 
to wheat, and by the introduction of the turnip system of 
husbandry, the poor light lands are made to produce wheat 
at a less cost to the cultivator than the more tenadous soils, 
and thus the clay lands, which were con^dered the ancient 
wheat lands of the coimtry, have to enter into competition 
with the lighter soils, ^A are no longer able to mainttdn 
their superiority. Whilst this addition has been made to the 
productive soils in the kingdom, its acreafale produce has 
been materially increased by tiie operation of draining, and 
the employment of artificial mamues; and to these causes, 
coupled with the circumstance that an unusual breadth of 



■wheat was sown in 1833, 1834, and that its average weight 
and consequently its capability to produce human food has in- 
creased under the influence of three unusually fine seasons, 
may be attributed that abundant supply which has produced 
so remarkable a depression in its price. Some witnesses have 
attempted to account for this excess by importations from Ire- 
land and Scotland, and by a decrease in the consumption of 
wheat by the labouring classes, in consequence of the increas- 
ed growth of potatoes. It appears, however, from a return 
which was presented to the Committee, that on an average 
of the three years ending January 1833, 553,274 quar- 
ters of wheat were annually imported from Ireland; and that on 
an average of the three years ending January, 1836, 761,827 
quarters were imported from that country, making an excess 
in the average supply of the last three years of only 208,553 
quarters. The imports from Scotland in the three years ending 
in January, 1833, were, on an average, 48,508 quarters of 
wheat, and in the three years ending January 1836, only 23,- 
622; whilst the quantity of wheat shipped coastwise from 
England to Scotland, on an average of the last three years, 
has been 31,202, being an excess of 14,972 above the average 
of the three preceding years. 

As there has been Uttie or no importation of wheat from 
abroad during the last three years, it is evident that our 
markets have heen mainly supplied by wheat of English growth, 
and by referring to the number of quarters sold in those towns 
whence the returns regulating the averages are sent to the 
Board of Trade, we find, comparing the average amount 



of quarters sold in 1829, 1830 and 1831, with those sold in 
1832, 1833, 1834, there is an excess of 713,011 quarters of 
the latter period over the former; and although there may 
be doubts whether this return is strictly accurate with res- 
pect to the exact number of quarters of wheat sold in any 
one market, it is considered by some of the best informed 
witnesses to present a fair measure of comparison between 
the quantities sold in all the towns included in this return 
at any two given periods since the passing of the last Com 
law. There does not appear to be sufficient ground for the 
supposition that potatoes are used to any considerable ex- 
tent, as a substitute for wheat bread, by the laboiuing classes; 
there can be no doubt> therefore, that the late depression in 
the price of wheat has arisen almost entirely from a supera- 
bundant supply. 

Tlie abundant crops of wheat of the last three years, may 
in some measure have made up for the deficiency in price, but 
wherever that has not been the case, the consequence to the culti- 
vator of heavy soils, where it is the custom to grow wheat after a 
fallow, and where the fixed charges upon the land, such as rent, 
rates, Slc, for two years are thrown upon that crop, must be 
ruinous. It is not therefore a matter of astonishment, that those 
farmers who are unfortunately placed underthese circumstances, 
should be loud in their complaints of agricultural distress, audit 
is only to be regretted that they have been taught to look to 
parliament for that relief which can only be obtained by a 
reliance on their own resources, and by an improved system of 
cultivation. 

D:,t.:f:kv,G00gIC 
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In sooae <&itnetst and more porU«ularly in the case of fi»^ 
merB of small ¥E^ital| digtresa bas been aggravated by a coo- 
tinuance ^ bi^ rents, and it is matter of deep regret that 
owing to the expectations held out by the Com Law of 
1815, that permanent high prices could be obtained by legis- 
lative eoacbmenti neither lafidl<»^ nor teowitEi irere prepared 
for that satisfactory adjustment of rent vhieh ought to bare 
been nwde at the ternunation of the war. There is evi- 
dently no vfot of sympathy on the part of the landowners for 
the ctmdilion of their tenantry. Reductions in rent bare been 
made from time to time, limited aa was supposed by the neces- 
sities of the tenant; whereas, if considerable abatements had 
been made at onee at that period, leas upon the wbc^ would! 
have . been required, the capital of the benanb would not 
have been (Uminisbed, and muci) of the present distress, mi^ 
have been aiverted. 

It has generally been su^osed that excessive rents are only 
injiu^ous to tenants under leasei but a mementos reflection will 
^oiw that a tenant at will, who, owing to a fall in prices, can- 
not realize the same amount for his ^ock as when he entered 
Upon his farm, is quite as dependent upon his landlord as a 
tenant on leas^ and that he will rather snbimt to the payraent 
of too high a rent, in the hope of a recurrence of high prices, 
ihftn hazard the loss of a owsiderable portion of ' Ma ca- 
pital by a sale. Whenever rent begins to encroach upon the 
otqiital of the tenant, it becomes inqntsable for him to a^mpt 
any improvemest on hie (ana; nor can he employ the labonr 
neoessary for its due. eultlvation; the land by over-cropinng 
c 
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becomes gradiially leas produdiTO, ahd is at Ifte^ redwoedto 
sudi;a Btoteit^ ei^aiutioiij tbat it vill ecareely r^tay the es.~ 
pBnke of cultiration, ' wi^out leating any surplus for rent or 
profit! 

-' Thfse obaervatioBB are only ap^liieable to those cdees' "where 
ttmoi have 'oentjimed is the occupatiori of; the same tenants ' 
at war rents, I where the land has riot been permanently ins- 
ptored by aii eapenditure of cajrital either on the part of the 
landkird or tenant, or wh«pe it has been taken under the ez- 
pectaition that <aii higher average price of wheat would be 
niuntamed than bas beeii realized under the com laws of 1 828. 
They will not, of coarse, apply to a large and most respectable 
claee bf agrioulturists who fanri their own estjates. If these 
individu^ have been led by tbe high prices of agricultural 
produce during the war to adopt a more expensive style of 
Uving, if they have mortaged their estates, or contracted en- 
gagements which they are no Icmger able to tUfil, their case is 
altogether vrithAut remedy. But if, in common with tbe ■great 
mass of the tenantry oi this country, they are Buffering merely 

from that competititHi to which I have before adverted, or from 
the Iftte (I may almost say accidentally) low price of wheats 

thcsr distr^a ia merely temporary. 

The. evidence which the Agricultural Conunittee received 
from Scotland is abundantly snffideart to prove with what suiv 
eeea the cultivatioii of the soil can be carried on, even at low 
prices, by an improved system of management: and E al- 
luded to it not for the purpose of drawing an invidious f^'"- 
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tinction between the &nners of tlje' two oountrieBt but to 
shov witlt vbat ben^dal reedt^ capital and skill can be 
applied to land, cspefnaUy^ where die occupying tenaant is re- 
Ueted {nnn tbe -piytaeui of £the in kind. 



The ftlBo*ing Statement, dem»d frtm the evidence lof both 
English, and Bootch formerB, is deeenisg of sttentidn: 
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Although the rent paid'By' tW- Scoroh farmet app^ai^ in 
some instances to bear a higher proportitni to the qiMit^'tJf the 
T^d than that paid by the Eiigl!sh farmers, ihti diiKl^nbe iti 
tlie'eoat of cviltTFatiHn"i8'far'nidre reftiaritable,^'^dit^''ABl''be 
seen, by an atteotive peiWill "of th^ Bvidefice g^Ttin' "bj dli* the 



Scotcfa witnesaea, that tbey turn thmr atbtntion to the. breed- 
iqg, ftdteniug, and general tiuuiegement of etot^ to « much 
gntaler extent than is lunoUy dwe hy the En^^ fexnter. 
The productive powers ti the :labd an iDciwased by the 
additional quantity of manun thus rtused, and it su&rs leEs 
igxhauetion by the Iws frequent recurrence ef the .griun 
crop: and to tius circiunstanoe th^ comparfttit^ prosperi- 
ty may in a p'cat measure be attributed. Where the same 
practice prevails in Epgland, as will be collected £-om the evi- 
dence of Messrs. Bennett and Crowther, it is attended nith an 
equally fevourable result 

It appears that the practice which prevails in Scotland, of 
letting farms on a long lease * and at a com rent, has tended 
very much to encourage agricultural improvement in that 
country; and a com rent must be particularly favourable 
to tenants in those seasons, when crops are sufficientiy 
abundant to lower the market price of com. In years of 
Bcaruty, on the other hand, they cannot be of equal advantage 
to the fanner ; and, perhaps, the most perfect system "would be, 
to allow a portion of the rent to vary with the price of that de- 
scription of corn which forms the ordinary jiroduce of the farm, 
and the remainder to be a fixed money payment. 

In many parts of England there exists a stxoi^ prejudice 
against long leases, and in those ^bicts there does not appear 
to ,be any want of confidence between the landlords and 
tenantry, as &rmB are frequently held by one femily for gene- 
rations ^rithont a lease- . But altbought in cases where no ex- 

* UmallT for 19 oi 31 Yean. 
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traordmaty outky is required on the part of the temant, lessee 
may not be rei^wate; it muet he conceded, that without the 
secant^ which they neceeaarily afibrd, a tenant would bahiDy 
be justified iQ' slaking any large investment of capital in the 
permajie&t jmproTement of his farm ; and 6d that amount 
leases are well desefring of ^Kouragement in those paHs of 
Bngland tfbeTe the land ia in^Terished by previous Ind 
managementy or where it requires extensive draining to make 
it preductive. 

On ttie subject of drainmg the Agncultutttl Ckoimittee te- 
ceivBd-.very interesting evidence both from England and Sootr 
land. In I Kent aiid Sussex, and several o^er counties 'the 
clay soils have been mtich improved by the use <of Fewsdn'e 
drmning plough. But the system of thoroi^b draining adopted 
ja Scotland is very far superior, and is aa improvement well 
worthy the imitation pf English &rmers. Tbeinoat aatDniahii^ 
e^ots, however, a^eu* to have been produced by a new bgri- 
AuUural tmplemedt, the wventioa of Mt*. Smith, of Deenatoa^ 
n^ar StifUng, £iUed the sub-soil ploo^ Tlus i&acMne'.-is a 
neoeB^aryftocdn^niQent to dnuning^ but when that is done 
#0ec)UVelyt it seems oalciilated to render' the.most feterile and 
uijproducttitfe bmI fertiteiand pitofitaMje. Thejre is iio difiMoKy 
mi^reifMal.tQ the practical &rate[r;tbaa ^tbM of tultivating a 
thin shallow" 8oil.;witii,a stiff Tettfnjfire >«ibrttHLii'!Wtetever 
ptuDS may be taken with the tillt^ of ibe fBnner^4-4unreTe|' 
expensive the dressing which may he used in its cuItivatioD — 
the iDdtore <i^ the -sttb-rSiiNl' wijl (dvmja comotn-act its' bendSJ^al 
efieets> Many p»Mm« have end&vouretlv^y'tr«»olul^, to 
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obriate this difficulty; but where the fmb-soil >^ of that straile 
nature, and requires eKposute to the atmospltere for bo long a 
pMiod to make it productive, few formers hare been found bold 
emiugh to repeat the esperiinent. ' Mr. Smith's most inge&ious 
inTontiou (which is admirably deBcribed iu his ' evidence, to 
which t beg to refer you for a more complete explanation of its 
jmbciple,) l^ breaking the sub-soil without bringing it to the 
surCsice, renders it pervious both to air and water. The same 
chemical changes which take place in a fallow, owing to its ex- 
exposure to the action of the wind and r^n, are thus brought 
into operation in the sub-soil, wbUst the upper is in the ordi- 
nary course of crop[Hng, and when, after a few years, by a 
greater depth of ploughing, the sub-soil is mixed with the upper, 
it is found to be so completely changed in its nature, as to be 
Icapable of producing every description of core. The advan- 
tages of this system of husbfuidry are so apparent, that no 
faniier will be at a loss to appreciate the merit of the invention: 
I believe it to be quite as important an improvement in t'he 
management of clay lands as the introduction' of the turnip 
system has been with reference to the light ^oHs ; and^ as the 
experiment has been tried for twelve years,' ajod with uniform 
success, I cannot loit anticipate its ultimate adoptic^ in 
those districts of Ehglaitd, wh^rbj froin the cold retentive 
nature of the eo9^' the-greateet ext^t .^f agriciJttiral die- 
-tressJuis hitUerto 'prevailed,' and where draining is essential to 
preserve them id a et&te' of :«ultivatiOnJ ^ ''■.'■ ' •'' ■ 

The prinmpal' Bi^featioiM'fbr tfee iupntvemetit of Agricultiii 
ral intctfmts o^tled to'the Obtninittee, weTe;-4-tlte introdnctton 
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of Poor Laws intO' Ireland; the allowing iamBTB penaisaion to. 
malt their awn barley for oonsumptioQ oh thdr farms, free oS 
duty^ and a reduction of the malt dttty. The reciiasion <^i 
the duty on foreign seeds, was also proposed as a aiea»ure of 
relief, in particulaT districts; but the eSedb of euch aa filtec»T" 
tion of the law, would be to demnge the. culture in many 
txtmittes where such produce is raised, and where ik iunuBhes, 
at this moment, a great demoadfdr labdnr<. . :.;. 

The condition of the poor in Ireland is so intimately con-' 
nected with the. state of its agriculture, that the latter hm 
formed a distinct branch of the enquiry as»gned to the Irish 
Poor Law Commisioners; and for this reason, the Comimttee> 
did not connder it neoessary to examine many witnesses from 
that country. It appears, however, that the tenantry of frfc-. 
land has not retrograded within the last three years, and that 
tibe conditi<tn of the larger tarmers is decidedly ameliorated; 
considerable improvements, have been made in the breed of 
sheep and icattle, by crosangthem with the best Eng^sh stock; 
and the landlords.bave exerted themselves in draining and re- 
elfliming bog land. In some parts of Ireland, in proportion aa 
the farmera have become wealthy, they have gnen up tiUage, 
laying down their land in pasture; and the extreme humidity 
of the climate offers -every inducement to the adoption of this 
change of .ajrstem. 

In the conotiee of Armagh, Tyrone, and Cavan, accordii^ 
to the evidence of Mr. Bladter, who is the manager of very 
considerable property in those districts, the condition of th 
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tenanbry bae }>eeo gnaHy improved. This may be .attributed 
ib a great measure to the aubgtikiitioi) of tbe flax for the wheat ' 
ciy>p, and to the Ingh price of H&s, owing to the failure of that 
crop on the continent last year. It appears to have been a 
common ]^actiee in the north of Ireland to cultivate a succes- 
sion of corn crops until the land became exhausted, and theii 
to allow Tt ta remEon in g;Fa8B until by a certain degree of rest 
it had regained its fertility; but this practice has happily given 
way to a more systematic rotation of crops, owing to the en- 
couragement given to the tenantry to rely more upon the green 
crop and the profits of etock, than on the cultivation of eom. 
It is imposMble, however, that Agriculture as a ^stem can be 
carried on in Ireland until the farms- are consolidated, and pro-i 
vided with buildings necessary to the successful management 
of land. 

In reply to those persons who compliun that the want of 
Poor Laws in Ireland gives an undue advantage to the Irish 
fitrmer, who is thereby entitled to undersell them in the En- 
glish market; and that owing to the miserable coaidition of 
the labouring classes less wheat is consumed there in propoi^ 
tion to the population, and a greater 8ur][4us remains for ex- 
portation to this country; it may be observed! that even stq>- 
po^ng the absence of -poor rate, not to be made up for -by an 
increase of rent, the Irish farmer has many difficulties to con- 
tend with to which the English farmer is a stranger; and, how- 
ever desirable on other grounds the introduction of Poor Laws 
into Ireland may be, it by no means follows that its eSects 
would be to diminish the supplies of corn or eattle from that 
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country) when the nsbiral ibitiHt; of its boU U more Miy de^ 
veloped by a judicious application of cajntal Id sa unproved 
system of husbandry. 

With reBpert to the second propototion: the (iriniegfe of 
lUalliiig barley free of duty does not appear, even dOconfing to 
the calcillatioDe of iti> most intel%eiit advocktM, of Sii£Scient 
importaoce to redcter ita adoption expedient^ &t the ni\ of ren- 
dering th6 coQeotioii of the revenue le^ Moare, as shewn \yf 
the teatimony of Mr. HetberingtoQ; to say nothing of the ex- 
pehse wbibh the employment of a great maay additional (Mderi 
voiild entml upon the country, and the dissatii&ietion which 
fiuoh an iaquiMtoritd supervidbd dn the part of the littiio 
would nator^y ext^e, which ore' itf (hemseltei insurfnouutAbl^ 
objefctiOaa to the trial of the esjierim^t. 

It )3 impo^bl^ not to adijiit that any reduction of the Muf 
doty, which would cause lUi iscreuyed demand for btti-l^,' 
<i*ouia o^iieMte mo^ beiieSdaUy On the hlttitestEl Of a^^ulti^.' 
li #ould not obfy «ncOurag^ draining; {mfl (^ in^niremettt of 
day-ldod, ttdta 'tthicfa - most impitttant teealts may be antici- 
pated, but it would check the over-cultivation of #heat, 1^ 
to a better rotatitm of crops, and also to a greater reliance on 
the ptOflts of Stock; The reduction of the niidt dirty is, iW- 
ever, so completely mterwoven with the question bf ■ ihe Ctiin 
Liaws, that I should not have felt justified in eu^esting any 
proposition with reference to this important subject, were it 
not for the evidence of some of the best informed persons con- 
nected with the com trade, and some of the most intelligent 

D 



agrieultuntl witnessee, vbo agreed in i«commending an altei^ 
atioa in tbe existing Com Laws. 

It appears from the Fifteenth Report of the CoromisEuoners 
of Exdse EiK|«iryt confirmed to a great extent by the evidence 
of Mr. Punlop, finmerly one trf the most exttensire diatillert 
in Scotland, .apH n<^ remding at WandBworth, that with a 
lower . rate oi dittyi a muob greater e^Uantity of malt .irould 
be used in the . manufacture of beer and spirits; that many 
of the oi^ressire re^^atiiHis vbich at present interfere tritfa 
the process of malting inight be ^lif^^ised with; that an inr 
creased quantity of bariey, now fraudulently malted, would be 
brought to charge, and that the revenue ooidd, at no (Ustant 
period, r^[dnall that it mightatpfiret.Iosei by' the reduction of 
duty. It is therefore well desiring of coufoderatioa, whether, 
if greater &cilities could be given to the trade of the maltster, 
t^ere is not every reason to expect that (provided the price of 
barley was not enhanced) the price of malt would be re- 
duced below the amount of Aaty remitted; andj>arley of an 
inferior quality would thus be malted for the purpose of feed- 
ing cattle; which is an advantage not calculated uptHi by the 
Com 



The number of quarters of malt made in the year ending 
January 6,, 1836, were, 

. In England .... 4,509,857 

Scotland 557,444 

Ireland .... 294,205 

5,361,506 
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Allowing for a small increase in bulk dimng the proceSB of 
manufacture, it would require 5,000,000 quarters of barley to 
[Hmluce the preeent amount of revenue, at 20b. Sd. per quar> 
ter ; and of course the same number of adcUdonal quarters to 
produce the same amount of revenue at 10s. 4d. per quarter. 
The Commis^oners, however, have stated with great justice, 
that if this demand for barley should tend to increase its price, 
the increased consmnption which they aatidpate as likely to re- 
sult from a reduction of duty would be counteracted. This can 
only be obviated by an extenave importation of foreign barley; 
and as the present price of barley appears to be sufficiently 
high to afford the farmer a fair remuneration for the capital 
employed in its cultivation, it is equ^y important to him, as 
well as to the public, that the scale of duties on the import of 
foreign barley should be so regulated as to admit the supply 
necessary for so increased a consumption, without rairing its 
price above the present level. In the year 1831, when the 
average price of barley was 38b. per quarter, and the rate of 
duty 6s. 4d., less than 370,000 quarters were entered for home 
consiuuption ; and the effect of that demand for barley was to 
raise the price of it, at Hamburgh and Dautztc to 22s. and 18s. 
4d. ; 14b. 7d. and 14s. Id. being the average price of barley 
for the ten years preceding. The cost of transport, &c at that 
time must have been 9s. or 10s. per quarter; and as there is 
tdways great risk in carrying barley, owing to its liability to 
heat during the voyage, it is not reasonable to expect that it 
can he brought to this country on much more favourable terms: 
whoever, therefore, may be the extent to which eventually th« 
growth of barieyi may bie increased in this cotmtty, it ie evident 

i.., ..I .AtOOQIC . 
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that during tlietime wUdi it will requiratoifflinM>vet6e quality 
of clay lauds, a coQEaderable qoanti^ must be bapoHfid tknoa 
abroad ; and if liie demand is to be supplied without nuedng 
its price, it wiB be necessary to reduce tbe rate of duty at 
which foreign barley can be entered fbr home ctmsumption. 

With a new to illustrate the effect such a measure Wonld pro- 
duce Qjwn the int^ats i^ agriculture, \ef ne suppose that a de- 
stand is created fat only 3,500,000 additional quarters of bar^ 
ley in England, the produce of from 600,000 to 800,000 acres; 
tins land would necessarily be withdrawn fi^m the cultivaiion 
of wheat ; and a^umTnipg that 600,000 acres, producing at pre- 
sent 20 bushels of wheat p^r acre, to be so withdrawn, and \hat 
only in very favourable seasons (which is quite borne out by 
evidence), the population of this country is independent of jb- 
reign siij^ly ; it is clear that it will be necessary to import a 
quantity of wheat annually, never less than 1,500,000 quarter^ 
for the consumption of tbis country. 

AssunuQg, therefore, that the nece^ary consequence of a 
great increase in the demand for barley would be to induce 
fanners to cultivate that description of coni on the inferior 
koIb, and to confine the growth of wheat to land of a superior 
quality, it would be no longer necessary to retain the same 
amount of duty on foVeign wheat for the protection of the form* 
er. But the present enonnouB amount of tbe duty on tnalt 
constitutes in itself (more espedalt^ since a diminution has tar- 
ken place in local taxation,) one of the principal grounds on 
whk^ the British agricalturist can establish lu^ claim to proteo* 

r:,-..i.v. Google 
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tioB from foreign competalioiit and conflideriiag that the effect 
of all reBtri^on upon foragn importatioD must be to raise 
prices at home, which is directly at variance with the interests 
of the couBuper, it ia obrious that ^y attempt to retain a mo- 
nopoly, without the roeans of juetii^riiig it] would be to place 
in peril not only the present system of Com Laws, but any 
fffstem whatever which may be desigued for the protecti(«i of 
the agricultural interests. But if, apart from these considera- 
tions, it were atteqipted to reduce the malt duty one half, 
without any alteration iu the existing Com Laws, the effect 
woufd tie to create such a demand for barley as would raise its 
price (until fresh lands could be brought into barley cultiva- 
tioD) to an average at which foreign barley might be admitted 
at a mere nominal duty^ The sudden adnuBaon of any great 
quan1% of barley, at any one time, from abroad, could not be 
otherwiae than prejudicial to the fanner ; for even suppomng 
that all that might 1^ admitted imder fliese ^nrcumatances 
should be unfit for the use of the maltster, it would be pur* 
chased by the miller and distiller, and compete, most injuri- 
ously to the interests of the producer, with the second and 
third rate qualities of haxley ; and after the price of barley bed 
been zoduced by an extension of its f;ultivation, that portion 
of the agricultural interest would alone be gainers (during, 
that is to say, the existence of their present leases) who grow 
wheat upon good soils, in whose behalf the Le^lature is not 
called upon to interfere. On diese grounds, I venture to re- 
commend that the present scale of duties on the import of fo- 
reign com be reduced, and one-half the malt duty remitted at 
the same time; a measure calculated, in my opinion, not so 
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much to remedy exieting tUitresB, as eMentiaU; and perau" 
nently to improre the interests of the agriculturiets. 

I am quite aware of the jealsuBy with which a propontioii of 
this nature will be received b; a numerous body of farmers; 
and to those gentlemen I would addrees myself, whilst I en- 
deavour to shew that the Com Law of 1828 has been a delo- 
Hon, and that under an altered system, an equally high ave- 
rage during a series of years would in all probability be main- 
t^ed. The avowed object of the Government who proposed 
that law was to secure a steady range of prices, varying (in 
wheat) from 60b. to 64b.; whereas it will be seen by a refer- 
ence to the returns which have been laid before Parliament, 
in six years ending January 1636, the average price of wheat 
has not exceeded 54s. 7d.; andMi an average of the last thrra 
years, 46s. ; a variation in price that must have been ndnoos 
to all farmers who have contracted engagements on the &ith of 
t^e present law. 

The following Table will shew the rate of duty at which 
com was entered for home consumption, from 1828 to 1834, 
induave; since which period there has bees no importation of 
foreign com worth recording. — 
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eCANTITY 


DATE oT ENTRY. 






^ntrd-jUdnty 














1828. . 


' 748,749 


December . . 


a. 

1 


d. 



724.228 


723,649 


1829. , 


1,260,683 


f January and 1 
\ February / 


1 





502,151 


1.204,027 


18150.. 


1,494,381 


1 August and 
I September 


2 


'8 


1,(^72.582 


1.45(^347 


1831.. 


1,088,794 


March 

f July, August" 


, 1 





359.076 


1,080,51$ 


1832. . 


164,982 


{ and Sep- )■ 
1 temb«r . . 


23 


8 


126.421 


. . none. 


1833.. 


1.00^ 





'31 


8 


1,00' 


. . none. ■ 


.1834.. 


168 




37 


8 


168 


. . none. . 
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4,758,761 








2.785,^M6l,141 



It appears frtHn this ' statemeDf, that Id the four years end- 
ing January 1832, 4,592,607 quarters were entered forcon- 
samptioii, out of which 2,658,037 were admitted at a duty 
avera^g only Is. 5d. per quarter; and that in seven years 
ending January 1835, ike latest period t« which these accounts 
have been completed, 4,758,761 quarters were admitted, of 
whlcb enly 297,620 quarters paid a duty above 216. per quarter. 
Mx. Bandars, an emiueiit com merchant at liverpool, who bad 
pre^dusly bbenjezamiued at great length before the Committee, 
inaletteraddr^sedtomyself as Chairman, dated May 16, 1836, 
recommends that, "the pivot price of wheat should be reduced 
10s.perquai>ter. As a fi^eiid to both landkird and tenant, I should 
reJOTce to ee^ public expectation promptly and fiurly met. If 
no anticipatory measure be adopted, and a period of excit^nent 
and high prices should arrive, there will be hasty and proba- 
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biy bad le^gladon on the subject." Id another part of the eame 
letter he tidds, " The main defect of the present law ie, that 
though it gives moderately high, and at the same time steady 
prices under import, it does not prevent them going ruinously 
low in periods of abundance ; it therefore appears to me to 
deserve consideration, whether at any time the du^ on wheat 
should ever be permitted to go below 4s. or 5s. per quarter. The 
amount of that duty might be kept as a reserved fund for a 
bounty on export^ when prices fell to a ^ven low rate. If the 
holder of bonded wheat have the option of a shilling duty, it is 
manifest that when the wants of the country are imperative^ he 
will never pay 5s. ; a minimum duty of 5b. therefore will be no 
tax on the public, but a reduction of bie profits. The objection 
to the average system on the grounds of irauds stud to be prac- 
tised would be renjoved byctrildng out London, liverpod dnd 
Wakefield from the list of towns now making returns, and sub^ 
stitiitmg a largef number of others, li is only in those three 
large laai^ets that fraud has the sli^iteA chafice of being prac^ 
tised with impunity and success." • 

Nothing caii be more fruitiess than any attempt to ascertain 
whit may be considered a remunerating price to ^ farmer. 
In 1814, QSb. and 80s. per quarter irere considered the lowest 
svertfge prices at which wheat (vide Report; Commiitee on Cord 
Laws,) could be grown. We now find that it may be grown to 
a profit) according to tbe testimony of some persons, at 408. j 
and Several witnesses of great intelligence conctrr In conaderiog 
a price varying firom 50b. to 568. to be qiote si^cient Every 
thiiig howeveri must depend upon the tSaiH of the farmer, tb6 
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produCtiye quaSty of the soil which he cultiyftteB, and the rent 
he binds himself to pay. 

Were the go^estion of Mr. Sandars ftd(^ted, the probabil- 
ity is that an average yarj^ng from 50 to 56 nugfat be suatuned 
without difficulty, and if accompanied by the repeal of half the 
malt duty, and a certain demand created for wheat from the 
Continent, it is more than probable that this average wonld be 
greatly augmented; at the same time it would afford a stimolus 
to the mann&ctoring interests, insuriug increased prosperity to 
the operative classes, and a greater consumption of all other 
articles of agricultural produce. But let it not be supposed 
that it is for the interest of the farmer that the price of corn 
should be very high. It is infinitely more important to him 
that it should be steady, witli as little fluctuation as possible 
beyond what must always necessarily foUow from the effects of 
favourable or un&vourable seasons, and that the labouring po- 
pulation should be abimdantly supplied with the first necessary 
of life, insuring as this must do, a lower rate of wages and a bet~ 
ter rate of profit, both to the agriculturist and the manure- 
turer, whose interests are indissolubly united. 

The tendency of the present Com Laws has been to raise 
prices unnaturally during years of import, and at the same 
time to expose the agriculturist to a large influx of wheat 
{which happened in 1831) immediately before the harvest, 
when the price is usually the highest; but this supply is not in 
^e smallest degree regulated by the wants of the public; it 
is probably the accumulation of months, which the merchant 



bw been induced to withhold until it can be introduced at a 
mere nominal duty. 

la the ev^t of a &rourable harvest succeeding a lai^ ad- 
mianon of foreign c^rn, the farmer has to struggle against a 
depreciation of hia i^whicey beyond niiait,ia the natacal result 
of an abundant seaaon; Qn the other hand, if the harvest prove 
unbvourable, the natural rise in price which should compensate 
him for the deficiency ip his crop, is checked by the presence 
oS a large quantity of foreign com in the Home market 

If the fluctuating scale of duties be oontiuued, and the pricie 
lowered 10s. per quarter, the duty would be fixed at 4s., when 
the aTerage j»iae of wheat* was 63s., and it would so £ir be an 
approximation to a sound principle; but even with that altera* 
tion the scale of duties woold be unnecessarily high. 

By a reference to the prices of wheat at Daotsicand Ham- 
bwgh, the former bdi^ the port whence wheat of the finest 
quality, and the letter whence the greatest quantity of iniifi^or 
wheat is imported^ it will be seen that the decennial averages 
were 32B.10d. and 303.2d. respectively. If we add Ts. for the ex- 
pense of freight, insurance, ScCn wliich although below the 
calculation of Mr. Sandars, is above that of other experiewfed* 
Com Merchants^ who appeared before the. Agricultural CoiUr 
mittee, wesbalLhave393.I0d.and37.s2d. as the lowest prices at 
which Dantzic and Hamburgh wheat could be soid in England, 
duty £ree. But the effect of a demand for wheat in this coun- 



ti7 in 1828, 182E», 1830, 18S1, wu to raise the price of 
wheat at Dsntzic more Uiao 9s., and at' Hamburgh more than 7b. 



Pricet of Wheat at Dantzic, Hamburght and Rotterdam, 
durijtff Hw fdhtDiT^ periods. 
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H<imhwyh. 
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a. d. 
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1828 
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38 6- •>- 
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1681 


45 6 ^M. 
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1832 


38 


35 


40 7 


1833 


30 


26 


83 7 


1834 


25 


22 6 


31 9 


1835 


22 9 


21 6 
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30 'idK.mi 


37 9 des.w. 



Price of Bea-ky at Hambwgh during the tame period. 

Yoin. YeuD ATenge. 
1826., lls.Srf. 

1887 18 

1828 16 

1829 16 6 

1880..,; 17 

1831 22 

1882 18 4 

1833..,. ......14 .Q . 

1834 12 

I83&.. ....;;.....,.... ....l» 0^ 

■ ij ■d ■ 
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per quarter above iJie decennial average which would ^ve us 
as the priceB of wheat, duty free, from those two ports, 49b. 
and 44b. If we look to the prices at Rotterdam, during the 
same period, we find a decennial arerage of 37s.9d. and the ave- 
rage of 1828, 1829, 1830, 1831, 448.8d. 

SuppoEong, therefore, the chaiges for freight, &c. to England 
not to exceed those to Rotterdam, we arrive precisely at the 
same concluaon, and it would not have required a higher du- 
ty than 10s. per quarter to have secured as high an average 
price as has been maintuned, under the present Com Laws, 
during the last »x years. 

The finest malting barley is brought down the Elbe from 
the interior of Germany to Hambu^h, whence it is exported 
to this country. The decennial average of barley ending with 
1835 was 16s. per quarter; the price in the year 1631, the 
only year in which there was a connderable importation into 
this counti^, was 22s. The risk attending the transport of 
barley must always be conaderable, and it is not too much to 
assume that the freight, insurance &c. will amount to more than 
7b. per quarter, which will make the price, duty free, in England 
29s. per quarter, whenever there is a steady demand for barley in 
this country, so that a fixed duty of 3s. or 4s. would be a suf- 
fident protection against foreign competition in barley. 

There are two objections which have been urged agfunst a 
fixed duty which ought not to pass mmoticed : the one is, that 
if there were a constant demand for com in England, it would 
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effect so great an encouragement to the foreign growet%, that 
we should be exposed to an inundation of foreign com at a price 
far below the present prices on the continent The other, 
that in seasons of scarcity, when the price was excee^ngly 
high, the duty could not be levied. 

It is fur to conclude that the prices of com at the outports 
on the continent have not been more than remunerating, or 
there vould have been an abundant supply from the interior ' 
to have reduced them to their proper level, bo that no very 
serious error will be committed, if our calculations are based 
upon the average of the continental prices at those ports for a 
long series of years. In seasons of scarcity it isan undoubted&ct, 
that itwould be impossible to levy a duty of 10<. per quarter if tiie 
pirice of com should rise to an extravagant height; but under 
these drcumstances it is clear that as far as the interests of 
the farmer are concerned, a duty would not be reqidred, and 
the government might be allowed to dispense with it for a short 
period, under certain restrictione. The case would be a spe- 
cial one, for which no rule coold be provided; for under ordi- 
nary circumstances, if the ports were always open at a fixed 
duty, com would flow in gradually from abroad in proportioil 
to the demand, and prevent aay sudden or unnatural rise in 
price. 

It will be coHeeted from ibeee obeemtions, that my own 
opinion is deddedly in favour of a fixed duty ; but if it were 
found imposable to overcome the prejudices of those who enter- 
tain oOier views, the nearest approximatioD to a fixed duty, will 



c,. Google 



be the system next to be pref^ved;* and wliatever aJteratum is 
adopted should be aceompaiiied b^ a remiBBioa of at least' one 
half the present Aaiy on Malt. 

Had the duties on foreignoom been thus regulated in 183E^ 
we should never have experienced the high prices which 
prer^led in our mai^etB in the three following years, and there 
would not have been the same inducement to the undue culti- 
vation of wheat, which, coupled with the &roarable nature of 
the harvests in subsequent years, produced so alarming a de- 
Q in its price. 



It is in rain to say that with an average price, not much ex- 
ceeding 50s., any con^derable extent of land will cease to be 
dultivated; the energy and skill of the British fanner will enable 
him to overcome thia difficulty; and as the population of the 
country increases, and the consumption of malt, hops, and 
animal food becomes greater, in proportion as the price of 
bread is reduced, an improved system of cultivation will be 
introduced, yielding a higher profit to the tenant^ and a 
bfetter rent to the landlord; and as the surplna popiJation 
Of the rural (Ustricts becomes absorbed by iDCt«aeMl ' denmnd 

■ Another plnn, formed somevhat after the model of tbeCom Lawof ISM, and 
pMieasii^; all the eii|ipaeed Bdyantages of a fluctuating dntr, is veil desening con- 
iideratioii, and appears calculated to secure greater Bteadiness of price, Til. 
' Whe»Ui«pTicaormM>tlBabm«4W.-r-fMTcBltanl^Wbsat,t*. ;' 
above SOI. and not abaTe eo>. — ISt. 

Below 601.— aot. 

' vnieatheprrceofBaritrr lt.aWv««u.-^ntytlI^Ftaeigt^SMftS'St.^'' 
L rtwveaW.W^noJUxiTO^.-.-,,.,.. , , ,. , . ,.(»., 
below aw.— IW. 
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for labour at our muintaebanea, the fanner will he no lon- 
ger . driven from the use of met^wiical power in reducing 
the: coeta c^ onltinJaDa, by the threatsand intiinidation of an 
unemployed peaeantry. 

Before I q/ait tbia siU>jeot, I should state that .tW0 corn in- 
apectors weri examuied by the .Committer for the purpose 
of aaeertaoning whether an unproved mode of taking the 
averages nugbt not be adopted, by obli^g the sdler (o xpahe 
returns to the in^jectOT) as, well as the buyers. . Th^re do^s 
not, however, appear to be sufficient grounds for making this 
alteration, which would be productive of serious inconvenience, 
vrithout a eorrespontttng benefit. The }H:(^(0^ti(ai of Mr. San- 
dars, which has been ftkeady quoted, wosW remove all. citfmcQ 
of fraud ; but it ia doubtful whitther so f(ur au sf pro;dmatia|i, t^ 
(he true aveia^ ^csi would be obtained,, if the ^Kfi most ira-r 
portantmaiketstin Bngland' w<ere excepted from the ^eekly, re- 
turns. The. Committee also >iA(|uired-iuto the Scotch mode of 
striking the fiara; but the.^ystem, upon examination, did not 
bim out SO' perfect as it had been represented to be. 

It was; impce^jaed upon the Coinmttteethat.it wojildbeof 
tKifiniteim^Ttahceiokawacouratestatisticalinformation at some 
f^thd OoverinMilt office^ forinata&ceat.tbe Board of Trade, of 
the qoaa^y of kbd in each pariah employed iq gr^n cid,tiva7 
tion, stttitig t^ tnimber of acres, sown with wheat, barley, 
Mid oats, and the pcobable produce of the next harvest. I 
folly eobcur in this apmaHi. and I conceive that such, a plan 
fflay be advantageously grafted on tJie present divi^onof ^pg- 



land into parochial unions, and may also be adapted to the 
Scotch couDties, and baronies in Ireland, and that intelligent 
officers could be found who might famish this inforniation at a 
comparadyely triffing expence. , 

The pubBcation of these returns periodically in the London 
Gazette, for the information of persons engaged in the corn 
trade, wouM tend to lessen speculation, and to regulate the sup- 
ply according to the demand, thereby redudng those elements 
of fluctuation in price which are so &tal to the interests of tha 
farmer. 

Several petitions were referred to the Agricultural Commit- 
tee by merchants, and others interested in the com trade, at 
Liyerpool and Plymouth, praying for a renewal of the "Grind- 
ing Act," (3 Geo. 4. e. 70.) or, that for every barrel of British 
flour exported the merchant should be entided to a certificate, 
authorizing him to release, at any future timie, as much foreign 
grain as could be liberated by the amount of duty payable 
on the import of a barrel of foreign flour at the time when the 
esport was made. It appeared &om the evidence of those 
witnesses who were examined on this subject, that Ame- 
rica alone supplies upon an average a million barrels of flour 
annually to the West Indies, and South America; and that 
owing to the advantage the English vessels possess of bac^ 
carriage when they go out for sugar and colonial produce, 
flour is not unfrequently sent in large quantities &om America 
to Liverpool, for the purpose of shipment to the West Indies 
in British vessels. There is every probability, therefore, thiU 



if'ihe English merchants could compete wHhtthe Americans in' 
the flour trade, a very large export would be inade from th^ 
English ports direct to the West Indies, and especially during' 
the winter months, when the Baltic ports are closed. There 
fdso appears to W a considerable export, annuelly,. of biscuit 
and Aour from Hamburgh, Dantni^ dud C<ipenfa|geo, to New- 
fbundiand; and it is found that all ships which takeis thbir 
cargoes at tho^ ports, supply themseWes at the same time with' 
be4f,'pork, and' other provisions, and with various articles 'of 
German mannfactAire, all of which would be purchased in this- 
ctfiihtty wit'h great benefit to the English farmer and maaofe^tu^ 
rer,' if the English merchant were enabled to mftke use of fb-' 
retgn' flour in the mdnufacttire of biscuit j or by means' of k 
bounty to export British flour at the same price as foreign' 
fiour. 

Any plan which Would thus reHeVe the country of Us suiplils ■ 
com in abundant seasons, must tend to promote that stea^^e&M 
of price so de^able to secure to the utmost pos^ble extent 

■ Some person^ however, have bbjectirdto the reneWal'of -the' 
Grinding' Act of 1824» oWing to the supposed cfifficulty bf- 
ascertaining the exact quantity of flo»ff td be returned ibtO' 
warehouse, which must vary in different seasons with thfei 
weight of the corui and ahliough fraud may be scarcely 
practicable, it might (Mminish the eonfidence of Ihe 'fBrmer in 
rtie amount of protection aforded him by the Gom Lawj which' 
would in itself be a great evil. There can be no objt'Ctlon 
to corn being ground under lock, And one of the witnesses, Mr. 
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^■eaiti admitted that he vas not ucfaTOurable tQ that pltoi« 
aJtbough he stated tiiat >t could be done cheaper by 'sub- 
stitutido. 

In Bt; o^nittoQ) the ptan au^^^beted in the Liir^potJ petition 
mi^t be adopted wSthbut {itejudide to the agmiiltUBal faite": 
pef*, more eipeciftUy if it *ere to atpOTlpany the proppecd al- 
teration in t^ C<tfn Laws. It is evident, as the flotir eiqtorted 
irijlbaVe to compete with American flour, it will not answer ^e 
pttfpoee of the merdi^tto «xpiwt an;f bvt the jwodape of thB'. 
beatirheat; aad Mr. SandareihaB jiu%,atate!d, Ui8A,.,"It,wU] 
be a bouBty on expiHtatiMt wheB i^cea aro ■. very loyn iff d :^. 
thM had been ^le law* we fiever should have had wheat nt 86s. 
(^ qiuater." 

There was one other subject very frequently urged upon the 
attention ^f the ComBiitte^4uring tiie progress of this inves- 



The existence of distress in the agricultural districts was in 
a great measure attributed, by seTeral most respectable wit- 
nesses talSae reeumptiqn of cosh paymente in 1819, and to 
mi mi^ue emtraotion oi the currwjcy, which, with the eicef^ 
tion of those yf)Ws in which there was an extensive issue of 
(mepound notes, hasprevmledwace tiiat period. Itwastttated 
Uiat wheat, /fhen at 5<. the bushel, , bad attained the high- 
est price it can be expected to command on an average of years, 
under the present standard) that the prices of barley and other 
grtdn have been ekhaaced. by unfavourable season^ and other 
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accidantal drcuniatanoes; that tie lugh piiee oS wool is to be 
Bt^lmt^ lesa to the demand whicb has been created by ihe 
pToeperow^ state of our mundacturea, thas to the rot wbkh 
occurred firo or six < years ago, and that we must expect tlie 
pliio^ of aU other agrioultiiDal produce, at do diataat pedod* 
tft fliok to the lerel of wheat It was also asserted that the 
bcnt^ru depriT«d <^ that accommodf^on fixMn the country ban- 
ker wMeb he so extendrely enjoye^ during a depreciated eai- 
irent^, aod is on that aeeoimt less able to oonteod agidnrt the 
Iqw price of com, or any Dtber untoward dreuHistanoes. 

. TbeMi ofKnioBs, were met by contradictory testimony, and 
afiaf the moat petlent attention to the evidence which was ad- 
duced in their support, I was unable to arrive at the same con- 
dunim. WboJEver may have heeo the consequenoes of the 
Act of 1819, aggravated, a« they undoubtedly were, hyiUte 
sudden transition from war to peace, and by the restoration of 
nasufactttrea on the continent; however serioasly this exteuuve 
ObangQ in the monetary system of the country, may have a^ 
fected aU persons who were bound by fixed ebgagements, land- 
lords with aeUled property, tenants ander lease, end debtors 
(^ every deeenpticHi, tiwse <fifflcul^e aire ra^dly pasang away; 
«ld ibaaiiy question now to deefde is, whether any depreoia- 
tim «£ the current^ ehonld be attempted, with a view to the 
Wpfovettent of the present Coitditicm of the' agricultural 
(dufBM. Ab for as the laildlolpd woaltil M affected by suoh a 
mewurer it is evident that unless hie rents were raised in the 
MVa prOporiaoQ oathe'taieetf of all armies of consumption, be 
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irould decidedly be a loser by the change. The oMUt^er '6( 
the soil, if he had the good forttmeto beiudet lease atafiixed 
tumey rent, might gain to a certaia extent, ahboi^h entirely 
at the expense of his landlord, but in no other respect woirid 
it be at) advantage to him, unleBs with regard to tJioee 
trades, which owing to the monopo^ they: enjoy in agricultural 
Tillagesj are still enabled to maintain the fniees of certain iu>- 
tides, which f<*m a small portioii of the outlaif^of the fender, 
above their natwal level. The coats of cultivatioD, and the 
wages of labour, would ermtually rise in proportion to liie ex- 
tension of the circulating medium; and, were this not the case, 
the blow would fall #ith the greatest weight <m th,e moot nu- 
merous and not the least meritorious class of tiioae engagediiti 
agriciilture, the,Iab<QUEeire in huBbasdry,.8 consequ^oe wbiieh 
mist be deprepated by all peraona anxious fer die'^neralvel- 
fBK 't^ the community, f .. 

It baa be^n ^h^wo, by the most satisfiftctory testimony, that 
where a £EU*iser is ib possesnon of capital, whether in EDghmdi 
SootlaHfl, pr Irekod), he has-no difficulty in obtuniif g- pecilni- 
ary, as^d^tsncei Qcb- would it.be bpijeficialrti; hin^'that or^ isea- 
^ure, ehoi^d be : adopted , wltich would aA)rd encom-agernrat to 
bankers, to grant more Uber^JafieommodalBmi on.inaiiequate^ se- 
curity. This question, howeve*, has been so iongi (tettJed, 
tJiE^tit caimotag^ be entertained without seridtas dMig«r tie 
every interest in the Stai»; and, it is impos^ble fbr onvt-mb^ 
menjt tQ st^pose Jhat the Legislature-would sanctabaan altera^ 
tion, which, would de]:iuigO all the.esisting coidTactS' inthe 
country, more especially at a time when, although the agricul- 
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turd interest' is partially depressed, trade and mamtfaetDfes 
are flourishiDg, the labouring classes prospepoue and well em- 
ployed, and enjoying a greater command over the comforts 
and necessaries of \i£e, than ai' any former period. It is tniei 
that it might lessen in some degree the weight ofi taxation, but 
tUa relief would not be enjoyed esdusiTely bythe farmer,' ukI 
'c«uld only be purchased at ihe expense of the pubKc creditors 
and at tl^ entire sacrifice of national good faith. ' 

"' Having now placed on recottl th« opinions 'contained' in t^hat 
Beport which' wks not ferf unate ' 'enough ' to - meet with the' a^ 
probation of the Committee, with the aidditiou of aueho^Ber^ 
Tations as appeared necessary for t^e itivre complete iUitstratiQS 
of my argument; I'consider it due to others, as wdl as to my- 
Bel:^ after the unfounded statements which-haTO been eirculated 
in B6me al the pubhc' journals, to add' tbst the Report wa« 
drawn up without eon^tiog aay meAberof the'Gftnfriimeot, 
or any 'Of titose genHemen with whom I had thd bonot- 
of bdngassoriatedht thiaprMracteid'investig^iiOTi; ' ' ■ ' '■ -.' 

To some'of imy agriculturat constituents I fear if may give 
diseaina&ction, beoause'it do^' ndt pointout a S{>ec$fic remedy 
fo^'exisliBg'^tyeae.' To otiiers itntay cause alarm because It 
pMp^see an alteration in those la«B'«^h hWe Icing iMen con- 
sidered tiie key-stone of agricultural pToeperityi' 'But howevef 
my fiunds may difi^.from' me' on thesti' pifiatB,' I do not fed 
Ae lees iodiaed tO' place my- opbdons b^bt-e'tfaon, finrfly^ 
Itcvii^ tbem to be fomdedDnjuBtpmciples, aiidto'bgreat 



esteat iWne out by ,tlw «vide»W;)re«l«al befors'tbe .Afilifiwlr 
twal Committoe. ■ ^,:, 

.„b oonclu^k*. I woirid rewqawnd, tflctee pemaia whp feel 
didpofl«d'.tQ.i(pte3tJQn lii«.<«tJUt£ of -OB En<|itiry ^hji^'is 9fud to 
iMwe bfleo iwdduotirt of «tioh bwroft reaalto,' to leftd with t*re 
and 8tt«ii&« the ei^dence whichbM baen ooUscted. It iBtrue 
that it coDtidiu! titttbuig to fltttjtef with delwve biQpe Ua ftumer 
who has neither skill, energy, nor capital. But to one who 
inltea the «oodu«t of a-fivB^ frith a det^BHtiation to stp^y to 
ill those iitq)K)^Kaa«ot% which tik pnogreBBof 8(rfQa(se hft8i«?r 
-tondied (o^agricultHiKli and tha, fo^mam^ix^ioebpy a^int^^- 
^eiioei hae-alto the neans hy tobiich tdane' thflj; can he raajje 
Jkvwlable 09 him* Iha penualof this Qvidea«e;Tfill a^iurd s^aor 
dant eae«un^|[eiaep(.< Still gK«ter henefit wiU h« denve^.iVom 
th© enqwr^, if tt <tew but CQttviH$e-^ynwmerouB<ila(9e«f sgri- 
unilturiErtH' thu >tbe ' best 4hiog whieh; the |«gielatttfe ow ido for 
ibemi w to ^ thoir tiiadq' from th« shatMes Mpo^ .uppaat 
by impolitic kwe-^tbat tibe rel»f jafford«id;,hy .the »ew Vow 
Laws, and the Tithe Commutation Act, is the prindpal benefit 
wUch .pan be deriTfld &oBt.p«iitai|i«irt^t!y iat^^ance-rftbat 
rtjy.fttteB^ to iBBp.up.wSjficJaUy .thf» p»w4 qf Agrfeiitursi 
prodoeo, fqn ody length -of ,tjfDe» ttu6t.1ead.to,<tetlEi«w sitdi^s^ 
i^pointaleat$ thM looklait;.-fwp«(urddd AtUiK g>tta«|!^ a.ai»d«^ 
fniw of ^)4eat, the;£iuprl4l!!Dla»t;'f«($ulateBl)^»li;(Sdr^Jt*.«>- 
P0Ildil)^y, : a»d wAead. of: ctmetftntljy a^tpeAlibg te: the Icgialor 
taife'IfOT su£ooury,h« .mvutitaijFbu^ toifws induatiy, whit^ 
uodtf ilVptideuc^' i«^< npt ^1 ,lui&/ B«t shbvB allftlir^ , h^ 
must regard with suspicioa any attempt, come from whatever. 



